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Art Unit: 1793 

Applicant' s amendment and argument filed 12 November 2007 have been carefully 
considered. In the response applicant argues examiners holding that the amendment filed effectively 
cancels all of the elected claims. Applicant argues that original claims 21-30 were drawn to a 
composition comprising a zeolite as well as surfactants, buffers etc. Applicant's arguments are not 
persuasive. The restriction requirement of 17 November 2006 does describe the claims of group IV, 
claims 21-30 as "drawn to protein refolding agents comprising zeolite, surfactants, buffer etc." but, 
does not explicitly construe the metes and bounds of the instant claims, i.e. does not examine the 
claims for patentability with respect to 35 U.S.C. 112 or any other section. Furthermore, It is unclear 
how group IV could have differentiated from the claims of 9-20 reciting combinations of zeolite beta, 
denaturant, regulator, etc. unless group was to be construed as directed to zeolite beta per se. The 
non-final office action of 19 March 2007 does examine the claims with respect to patentability. In the 
comparison to the prior art and rejection of claim 20-31 over US Re 28341, the examiner 
authoritatively construes 

the instant claims as drawn to the zeolite beta perse. Applicant has received a complete office action 
treating the invention of a refolding agent as specific forms of zeolite beta as that agent. 

The holding that claims requiring the presence of compounds in addition to zeolite beta agent 
is affirmed. All outstanding claims remain directed to inventions not readable on the elected 
invention. 

The one month time period set In the office action of 12 October 2007 continues to run. 
Extensions of this time period are available under 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David M. Brunsman whose telephone number Is 571-272-1365. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M, Th, F, Sa; 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jerry Lorengo can be reached on 571-272-1233. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Art Unit: 1793 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800- 
786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

David M Brunsman 
•Primary Examiner - 
Art Unit 1793 
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